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It is the prayer of the writer of this History, who was both blessed 
and humbled in the preparation of it, that it will be an inspriation and 
challenge to all who read it. 

This History links us with the past, with its Joys and Sorrows. As 


we look to the future may we strive to accomplish greater things for our 
Lord and Saviour. 
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THE ASSOCIATE REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN DENOMINATION 
1782 - 1982 


Presbyterian precepts and beliefs are based on the theology of 
John Calvin (1509-1564), who emphasized the sovereignty of God and 
the responsibility of man. Presbyterianism has firm roots; the Greek 
word 'PRESBUTEROS” meaning elder, roots it firmly into the form of 
government derived from Apostolic times. The Bible tells of some local 
congregations in the first years of Christianity being ruled by elders 
or "presbyters" chosen from among the people, and it is from that Bible 
reference that the church derives its name. Christianity has been in 
existence on Earth for almost two thousand (2,000) years. 


The Presbyterian Church in Scotland struggled to establish and 
maintain itself against the champions of Papacy and Episcopacy which 
is to say, rule by Bishops. All Presbyterian Churches can trace their 
history back some four hundred (400) years to Scotland. 


John Calvin gave great courage to British Presbyterians in their 
struggle against Catholic Bloody Mary. John Knox and the Scots who 
became Covenanters went to John Calvin for help and inspiration. John 
Knox and those same Covenanters set Scotland a fire and made Scotland 
Protestant and Presbyterian. 


Scottish Presbyterians sat as part of the Westminister Assembly. 
That assembly was called by Pariament and sat for five year (1643-1648). 
The Westminister Assembly produced the Larger and Shorter Catechisms, a 
directory of public worship, a form of church government, and the West- 
minister Confession of Faith which was built on the five Cardinal points 
of Calvinism. 


Just as the influence of Presbyterians was felt in the Westminister 
Assembly, it continued to pressure the British government. The religious 
question which had caused so much argument from the time Henry VIII with- 
drew from the Catholic Church was not yet settled. Through the reigns of 
Bloody Mary, Elizabeth I, James I, Charles I, Oliver Cromwell, Charles II, 
and James II the struggle continued. 


Beginning with 1557 the Presbyterians of Scotland entered into 
"Covenants to defend their religion even at the cost of their lives", the 
crowning occasion being the signing of the Solemn League and Covenant at 
Edinburgh, March 1, 1628. The signators of the Covenant opened their veins 
and signed it in their own blood. Because of these covenants, in which 
they had sworn to extirpate prelacy and other evils, they were called 
"Covenaters". 


There was bitter persecution of these people, especially during the 
years 1660 to 1688, which was known as "the killing time". They were 
driven in 1679 to armed resistance, were defeated, and outlawed. Many 
fled to Ireland, where economic difficulties and religious inequalities 
drove them on to America. 


Presbyterianism was reestablished in Scotland by William of Orange 
when he came to the British throne. Let us see how the two branches of 
Presbyterianism from which the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church 
is derived, came into being. Our church is a composite body of Scottish 
origin formed by the Union in America of the Reformed Presbyterian Church 
and the Associate Presbyterian Church. 


When William IIIT recstablished Presbyterianism in Scotland, some of 
the Covenanters refused to return to the established Presbyterian Church 
of Scotland. They refused on basis of royal supremacy, the refusal of 
the church to recognize the Covenants which these men had signed, and the 
inclusion of prelacy in the Established Church. The Convenanters organized | 
societies. Often they were without ministers to lead then, yet on August | 
1st, 1743 they organized the Reformed Church. Reformed refers to the | 
Reformation which taught that all men and all creation was to be "re-formed" 
or "reshaped" by God's Word. 


Before that date (1743) many of their number had emigrated to America, i 
many by way of Ireland. From 1710 to 1760, three to six thousand Scotch- 
Irish came to America annually and many, many of them were Presbyterians. 
Settling at first in New England and the Middle Colonies, they spread out 
more widely than any other groups ever to reach America. Among those 
Presbyterians were some Reformed Presbyterians. Their first ordained 
minister came to this country from the Reformed Presbytery of Scotland in 
1752. In 1774 a Reformed Presbytery was organized near Harrisburg, ) 
Pennsylvania. This then was the establishment in America of the Reformed 
Presbyterians. 


Now lets return to Scotland. In that country, time had shortly proved 
the wisdom of these Covenanters who had refused to return to the Established 
Church of Scotland became corrupt and tyrannical in government. The church 
was dominated by the Civil government and under the law of patronage rich 
lairds were permitted to call pastors without participation of church members | 
in the call. This and other acts of the General Assembly gave rise to a 
spirit of opposition, 


In opening the synod of Perth and Stirling as retiring moderators in 1732, 
Ebenezer Erskine, a minister of distinguished ability and influence, preached) 
openly against these abuses. He used as his text Psalm TB 22% "The Stone 
which the builders rejected is to become the head of the corner". He was 
rebuked by the General Assembly, but refusing to retract his charges that the] 
Church was in a degraded state where the rich dominated the poor, he and three 
others-William Wilson, Alexander Moncrieff and James Fisher were deposed. 
Joined by his brother Ralph and by Thomas Mair, these men, under the leader- 
ship of Ebenezer Erskine, at Gairney Bridge on December 6, 1733, organized 
the Associate Presbytery after a day of prayer and fasting. These people 
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were often called "Seceders". 


This church grew rapidly in Scotland and soon spread to Northern 
Ireland. Many members emigrated from both Scotland and Ireland to America 
settling principally in New York, Pennsylvania, and the Carolina. In 1753 
they found the Associate Presbytery of Pennsylvania. 


Being now in America, the chief divergence in views having been the power 
of the Civil Magistrate, the position which they both took in the movement for 
political independence and in the Revolutionary War served to submerge their 
differences. Hence the Covenanters (Reformed Presbyterians) and the Seceders 
(Associate Presbyterians) opened negotiations for union of their two bodies. 
On November 1,1782 at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, the two bodies were united 
and became the Associate Reformed Synod. 


New York, Pennsylvania, North and South Carolina were states where the 
earliest congregations were established, but the new Synod extended its work 
into Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Kentucky, Ohio, Georgia and other southern 
and mid-western states. Many Scotch-Irish emigrants joined them coming main- 
ly through Charleston, South Carolina. Other people from different nationalities 
came into the A.R.P. Church. 


The Associate Reformed Presbytery of the Carolina and Georgia was organized 
at Long Cane, South Carolina February 24, 1790. 


By 1802 the growth of the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church had 
been expanded to the state where it was thought wise to divide into four Synods 
and organize a General Synod. For some years the General Synod operated 
harmoniously. In 1803 the Associate Reformed Synod of the Carolinas was 
organized at Ebenezer, Fairfield County, South Carolina. The General Synod 
always met at Philadelphia. This left the outlying Synods feeling that they 
were inadaquately represented. Great distance and difficulty of travel plus 
other considerations caused the Synod of Sciots to withdraw in 1820. In 
1822 the Synod of the Carolinas withdrew, at a meeting of Synod at Kings Creek, 
Newberry County, South Carolina the name was changed to Associate Reformed 
Synod of the South. Later the General Synod in Philadelphia voted to unite 
its remaining Synods with the Presbyterian Church, This action left the 
Associate Reformed Church temporarily in a dismembered condition, but not 
for long. From 1822 up to the time of the Civil War there was great expansion. 


When the A.R.P. Synod was organized in 1782 it declared that it adopted 
its creed the Westminister Confession of Faith, except certain sections were 
reserved for future consideration. These sections were amended and adopted in 
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Acts passed by the old Associate Reformed Church were retained by the 
Synod and in 1848 republished with this endorsement and explanat ion: 


"WE DO NOT CONSIDER THESE TESTIMONIES AS NEW ARTICLES OF OUR CONFESSION; 
BUI ARE ELUCIDATIONS, AND MORE FULL DECLARATIONS OF SOME DOCTRINES CONTAINED 
IN OUR RECEIVED STANDARDS, AND A TESTIMONY AGAINST THE CONTRARY ERRORS. THESE 
BEING JUDICIAL DECISIONS, WILL SERVE ALSO TO GUIDE THE JUDGEMENT IN MATTERS 
OF CONTROVERSY". 


One of these acts passed by Snod was concerning Psalmody, it read as 
follows, "It is the will of God, that the sacred songs contained in the Book 
of ‘Psalms be sung in His worship, both public and private, to the end of the 
world, and the rich variety and perfect purity of their matter, the blessing 
of God upon them in every age, and the edification of the church thence arising, 
set the propriety of singing them in a convincing light; nor shall any human 
composures be sung in any of the Associate Reformed Churches". This regulation 
not only asserts the propriety of singing the Psalms in Christian worship, but 
forbids the use of human composures, and is supported by the following, among 
other consideration. 
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1. The Book of Psalms is a portion of the Word of God, and is, / 
therefore, the truth most pure, human productions may, and 
often do contain error. 


2. The true idea of praise is the celebration of God's perfections 
and work; this the Infinite God, who only knows Himself can ex- 
press inconceivably better than man, and we should reverently 
leave the expression of it to Him. 


3. God has appointed the Book of Psalms to be used in His praise, 
human composures are unauthorized. 


4, When we lay aside God's own inspired Psalter in order to use 
man's in the room of it, we seem to dishonor God and give man 
the perterence:. 


5. The hymn books prepared by churches are sectarian, give prominence 
to their peculiardogmas, and thereby perpetuate the divisions of 
the church; the Book of. Psalms, like the Bible of which it is a 
part, is common ground on which the whole visible church may stand. 


The A.R.P. Synod of the South retained more of the Scotch type of Presbyte: 
ism, as it existed prior to reign of Charles II, than any other branch of the 
Presbyterian Church of America, This has placed the A.R.P. Synod of the South | 
in striking contrast with all other Christian denominations of the South. 


The first song books had no music. The singing was begun by using a 
tuning fork. In 1946 the A.R.P. Synod voted to let the congregations sing 
hymns along with the Psalms if they so desire to do so. 


There was an increased demand for ministers. A Seminary was established 
in 1822. Two ministers were elected to teach. There was no building, no 
books and no money. The students went to the homes of these ministers to study 
one taught Theology and the other taught Hebrew and Greek. This was called an | 
"AMBULATORY" seminary, (one in which the young men ambulated from one place toe 
another). This lasted only a few years. 


In 1836 a school was established at Due West Corner, Abbeville County, 
South Carolina for scholastic and theological training of young men for the 
ministry. Erskine College was established in 1838. 


Other fields of activity were opening. In 1839 Synod made plans to 
establish mission work in Liberia, Africa. Efforts there came to grief. In 
1873 a renewed mission effort was made. In 1875 Miss Mary Galloway, our first | 
missionary, who later became Mrs. Giffin went to Egypt under the guidance of 
the United Presbyterian Board which already had a mission station there. At 
her death in 1881 our work in Egypt closed. 


Mr. and Mrs, Neill E. Pressley went to Tampico, Mexico in 1878, to 
establish an independent A.R.P. Mission there. Their work was successful. 
Many missionaires had gone to that field to labor. At the time of the 
Revolution all the missionaires were recalled in 1914. Gradually the mission- 
aries returned to Mexico. We have a lively and expanding work in Mexico today 


Our next mission field was India. Miss Minnie Alexander went in 1906 
as our first missionary to India. Today we have a fine hospial and school 
in Pakistan. Many missionaries have served on that field including some 
from other countries. 


In 1982 a Bicentennial Team was formed by Foreign Missions Arm of 
Synod, the Board of World Witness. Young people from Pakistan, Mexico, 
and the United States toured our denomination, traveling some 8000 miles 
in forty-five (45) different locations. They presented a most inspiring 
program of missions and witness to our denomination. In 1982 at the meeting 
of Synod in Due West, South Carolina the Moderators of the three (3) A.R.P. 
Synods, United States, Mexico and Pakistan met together for first time in 
history of A.R.P. Church. 


After severance with the General Synod in 1822 our church had no church 
paper. In 1842 Synod ordered the publication of a monthly magazine, "The 
Christian Magazine of the South". After the Civil War was begun the paper 
ceased to be printed due to the stress of the times. After the war the 
Associate Reformed Presbyterian paper was printed and is still being printed 
today. 


The Women of the church have supported missionary efforts with their 
prayers and tears and toil when the laymen were seemingly indifferent. This 
missionary fervor is shown in the fact that in Old Steel Creek Church in 
1818 the women were organized for mission service. Their motto was "Despise 
Not the Day of Small Things". 


The real beginning of our Woman's work began in 1873 when women in Due 
West, South Carolina organized for the purpose of spreading missionary in- 
formation and sending the Gospel to women and children in non-christian lands, 
as well as to those of our own country. 


The fact that there was no organized work prior to 1873 was due to the 
disturbed political conditions of the preceeding thirty (30) years and not 
to indifference of ignorance. 


In 1898 Synod gave Woman's Work formal recognitions. From 1900 to present 
time a report of Woman's Work has appeared in minutes of Synod. The A.R.P. 
Church was among the first denominations to have local Women's Missionary 
Societies. The Synodical was formed in 1915 and was called "Woman's Synodical 
Missionary Union". The women assumed control of the Junior Christian Unions 
in 1917. (This was the evening youth group) In 1920 Synod gave full re- 
sponsibility for this Junior and Intermediate work. 


Our denomination has always been vitally interested in Christian education 
of its membership, however, it was not until 1904 that Synod appointed a full- 
time Superintendant of the Sabbath School and Young People's Work. There were 
local Sabbath Schools and Young People's Christian Unions very early in our 
church history. 
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When Synod of the Carolinas (later called Synod of the South) was 
organized in 1803 at Brick Creek, Fairfield County, South Carolina, there 
were seven (7) ordained ministers and about two thousand (2000) members. 
In 1903 there were nine (9) Presbyteries, one hundred fifty-one (151) 
congregations, one hundred nine (109) ministers, twelve thousand (12,000) 
members and one (1) Mission Field - Mexico. In 1951 there were six (6) 
presbyteries, one hundred thirty-eight (138) ministers, one hundred forty-six 
(146) churches, approximately twenty-one thousand one hundred fifty-seven 
(21,157) members and two (2) Missions fields - Mexico and Pakistan. 


In 1982 there are seven (7) presbyteries, one hundred sixty (160) 
congregations, one hundred eighty-six (186 ) ministers, twenty-eight thousand 
one hundred sixty-six (28,166) members and two (2) Mission fields - Mexico 
and Pakistan with plans for entering another field. 


Following are exerpts from Moderator's Account of 1982 Bicentennial 
Synod. 


The A.R.P. denomination celebrated its Bicentennial during week of 
Synod 1982 at Erskine College, a musical work by Alec Wyton, script by Mary 
Seiber, narrated by a family of four and sung by a choir made up of A.R.P. 
members from all over Synod. The music's name "sing a New Song Unto the Lord" 
told the history of the A.R.P. Church and told of our theological beliefs and 
traditions. 


Communion Service was held in Due West A.R.P. Church first day of Synod. 
A program "Evening with George Beverly Shea" was very inspirational and en- 
joyable. 


A tour of Long Cane and Cedar Springs A.R.P. Churches highlighted the 
week, Worshipping and visiting in these old churches brought to mind our 
heritage as a two hundred (200) year old church group and made us appreciative 
of the service rendered in past by so many faithful ministers and members who 
have gone before us. 


It seemed fitting to mention that a church is Sewickley, Pennsylvania 
and three (3) churches in Northern Maryland expressed their intent to become 
A.R.P. Churches and were accepted into Denomination. What an inspiring event 
to see these Northern Presbyterian Churches come back into the A.R.P. Denominat 
during our celebration of our Church History. 


References: 


The Centennial History of the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church 
The Sesquicentennial History of the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Churck 
History of the Associate Reformed Synod of the South 
History of the Woman's Work of the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church 
The Associate Reformed Presbyterian Publications 

History of First Gastonia Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church 


HISTORY OF LOCAL CHURCH - EBENEZER 1870 - 1982 


In the year of 1869 the families living in the western portion 
of the existing Sardis A. R. P. Church congregation decided to 
ask their Pastor, Rev. John Hunter, if it might be practical to 
establish an independent church in the west section. Rev. Hunter 
announced that on the last Saturday in February a meeting would 
be held at the home of Mr. A. A. Stewart for the purpose of 
discussing the establishment of a new church. Because of bad 
weather, the meeting was poorly attended. Another meeting was 
called for the second of March at the home of Mr. A. H. Griffith. 
Seventeen families were represented at the meeting. Of the 
seventeen families a large majority were decendants of Eli Griffith 
and Hugh Kirkpatrick, both of whom were ruling elders at Sardis 
A. R. P. Church. At the meeting more definite steps were taken. 
Dr. H. K. DeArmond was elected permanent chairman. Two men present 
at the meeting offered land for the church site, Mr. Aaron Henderson 
Griffith and Mr. J. M. Kirkpatrick. After considering the acces- 
sibility of the two locations, the Griffith plot was chosen. 
A building committee was appointed at the meeting composed of three 
men. A finance committee was appointed composed of five men. 
The time for the next meeting was set. 


At the third meeting the two committees made their reports. 
The building committee decided upon dimensions of the new church 
pbuilding to be 35° x 50° with a 14° story. While these details 
were being worked out by the building committee the finance 
committee was hard at work. 


The finance committee reported that one thousand dollars 
had been collected. Upon hearing these reports it was decided 
by the group to proceed with the building. Having these details 
completed there was another matter to decide. 


The people of the Steele Creek Congregation objected to a 
new church in location selected because of its nearness to them. 
They sent Dr. Strong to this third meeting to voice an objection. 
The people of Ebenezer were determined to build a church so the 
objection of Steele Creek was overridden. 


On the second Saturday in May, 1869, a contract for the 
building described above was let to the low bidder, Mr. H. A. 
Shearavel Co., Contractor. 


In August of 1869 a petition signed by 65 persons was presented 
to first Presbytery by Ebenezer delegate Mr. J. R. Kirkpatrick. 
The petition was studied by a committee appointed by Presbytery. 
The Presbyterial Committee recommended that organization be deferred 
until spring. So at the spring Presbytery in 1870 the petition 
was presented. At this time the petition was reconsidered and 
granted. Rev. John Hunter was ordered to carry out the details 
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of organization. Four elders, A. H. Griffith, J. W. Griffith, 
J. M. Kirkpatrick and J. R. Kirkpatrick were elected. Two deacons 
were elected, J. E. Griffith and J. Watt Kirkpatrick. 


The people of Ebenezer met with the people of Sardis on 
the first Monday of January, 1870, to petition for one-half of 
Rev. Hunter's time, provided that Ebenezer paid one-half of his 
salary. There was a heated debate on the subject which ended 
with a decision to refer the matter to Presbytery; both sides 
agreeing to abide by the decision of Presbytery. This plan did 
not work as expected. When it was brought before Presbytery 
they declined to act on the matter since Rev. Hunter was installed 
as pastor of Sardis. We have no record of further discussion 
of the matter until late in 1870 a note was entered into the record 
that Rev. Hunter was paid $200.00 for one-third of his time. 
The note stated that this arrangement would also apply in 1871. 


Mr. J. E. Griffith, one of the deacons, established a Sabbath 
School early in 1870. The Sabbath School grew rapidly and by 
summer had an enrollment of 70. The Sabbath School met every 
Sabbath until cold weather when it was discontinued until spring. 


| 

The Ebenezer congreation had its first regular congregational 

meeting in December of 1870. A fine treasurer’s report was read | 

which stated that all claims against the church had been paid. | 

This included $150.00 paid to paint the building and $18.00 paid | 
for a communion service and a baptismal bowl. 


Rev. Hunter continued his pastorate at Ebenezer until December 
of 1875, traveling 8 miles in all kinds of weather to preach. 


We have no record of when a call was made to Rev. G. R. White 
but it is stated in the record that the call was for three-fourths 
of his time; amount of salary not given. We do know that he took 
charge of the congreation in 1876 and was installed October 29, 
1876. He then became full time pastor. The salary he received 
was not given. The church membership was 68. 


In a personal notebook of Dr. White’s he lists the Ebenezer 
congregation as he found it on assuming the pastoral relation in 
January, 1876, as follows: Elders: J. W. Griffith, J. M. Kirkpatrick, 
A. H. Griffith, J. R. Kirkpatrick, Deacons: Capt. J.-E. Griffith, 
J» Watt Kirkpatrick, Members: J. L.. Griffith, Mrs..J. lL. Griffith, 
Bs G.. Gritrith, Mrs. Re As Griffith, Mrs. He Griffith, MraO. r- 
Griffith, Mre.s H. A. Griffith, Mr; R. H. Abernathy, Mrs.-M. J. 
Abernathy, Miss Mattie Abernathy, Mr. J. H. Walker, Miss M. J. 
Walker, Miss Mollie Mahan, Miss Jennie Walker, Mr. W. D. Beatty, 
Miss Jane G. Griffith, Mrs. M. E. Griffith, Mr. J. Watt Griffith, 
Miss Mollie Griffith, Mrs. M. A. Baker, Mr. Wm. Freeman, Mrs. M. 


-3- 


Freeman, Miss Drilcinea Freeman, Miss Sophnnia Freeman, Mrs. A. J. 
Griffith, Miss Maggie J. Griffith, Mr. J. Walker Griffith, Mrs. 
Lows Crigtith, Mr. oo. B. Griffith, Mrs.eM..B. Griffith; Miss As 2. 
Griffith, Mr. Wm. A. Griffith, Mr. A. G. Shaw, Miss Amelia Shaw, 
Miss Amanda Weaver, Miss Maggie M. Weaver, Miss Jane Weaver, 

Mrs. Mary Elliott, Mr. A. G. Kirkpatrick, Miss Lizzie Kirkpatrick, 
Mrs. Isabella Kirkpatrick, Mrs. Jane McMillan, Mr. Harry L. 
Kirkpatrick, Mrs. Louise Kirkpatrick, Mrs. Gussie Kirkpatrick, 

Mr. J. O. Grier, Mre. M. A. Kirkpatrick, Dr. H..K. DeArmond, 

Mrs. Mollie DeArmond, Mr. J. B. DeArmond, Mr. Jessie Owens. Mrs. 
M. Owens, Miss Banna Hannan, Mrs. Fannie Stanford, Mrs. Sallie 
Allen, Mrs. Cinthia Kirkpatrick, Miss N. Price Kirkpatrick, 

Mr. G. F. Smith, Mrs. Maggie Smith. There is no list of charter 
members. The above list is closest thing we have to a list of 
charter members. 


Our church continued to grow. In 1877 it was decided to 
increase the number of elders by one and to increase the number 
of deacons by one. J. C. Bell, elder; Dr. H. K. DeArmond, deacon. 


The church took part in affairs of Presbytery and Synod. 
The first meeting of Presbytery to be held at Ebenezer was in 1884. 


The first written history of our church was compiled in 1887 
by a committee: A. H. Griffith, J. M. Kirkpatrick and Rev. G. R. 
White. History covered 1869, 1870 and 1871. We have no record 
of session meetings until 1880. A list of Presbytery and Synod 
meetings are given and name of Ebenezer's delegate. The dates 
of fall and spring communion are given and who assisted the Pastor. 
These communion services lasted three days. The session met each 
day in regular session. Any other meetings of session were called 
meetings to take care of immediate business. 


In 1880 when session held its regular meeting at spring 
communion the matter came up of a ministerial fund. It was so 
named because it was for use of any young man in the church who 
wished to study for the ministry. The money for this fund was 
collected by setting aside the collection taken on the second 
Sabbath of each month. Mr. Eli Griffith was the first student 
to use the fund. 


In October 1885 the organization of the Women’s Work was 
begun with 43 charter members. The organization was known as 
"The Ladies and Young People's Missionary Society". Mrs. Gussie 
Kirkpatrick was the first President. The Young People's Society, 
later known as "Juniors and Intermediates" had 20 charter members. 


The first record of a series of services to last longer than 
the three day communion was a revival held in 1893. These services 
were held morning and evening for six days, from February 24 to 
March 1, 1893, by Rev. W. W. Orr. Eighteen souls were saved and 
added to the congregation at that meeting. 
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In 1897, due to continued growth, it became necessary to 
increase the number of elders by four and the deacons by two. 


Ebenezer's beloved Pastor Rev. G. R. White is referred to 
as Dr. White in record of December 1898. He had received his 
doctorate degree prior to that time given by Trustees of Erskine 
College. 


A building fund record kept by Dr. White, Treasurer, shows 
that a building fund was begun in July, 1898. A payment was made 
from the fund to C. C. Hook Architect, August 24, 1898, in the 
amount of $15.00. Payments were made to several individuals in 
September and October, 1898, for moving the church. It was north 
of the present church building in the approximate location on 
which the Fellowship Hall building sits in 1982. 


The new church contract was with J. Y. Orders. It was built 
for approximately $2,000.00. The first funeral in the new church 
was that of Aaron H. Griffith, doner of the land. The records 
tell of a four day series of services held in September, 1900. 

On Sabbath, the last day of the meeting, the new church building 
was dedicated. 


As near as can be determined from the records of the session 
the three day communion services were held for the last time in 
spring of 1910. 


In May, 1912, the session began recording the minutes of 
its monthly meetings, although there is some indication that 
monthly meetings had been held before. 


A note of interest appears in minutes of session of February, 
1914. It reads as follows: "The treasurer is ordered to pay 
sextons $10.00 for their services for year of 1913." 


The following resolution was made at the June 3, 1917, session 
meeting: It was resolved by the session to engage in special 
prayer services at sunrise the two mornings before the registration 
of the young men of our country for army service, "To pray for 
peace and harmony among the nations and safety from war and bloodshed 
of our young men." 


Another note of interest in the record concerning fall communion 
of 1918. The pastor was assisted by Rev. W. W. Parkinson (who 
later became pastor of Ebenezer). 


There was a log one room school house on north side of 
Ebenezer Church. The west end of the school building was about 
10 feet from the iron fence of the grave yard. The school building 
was 40 or 50 feet from the church near the recreation building. 
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(Old church building was used for recreation building.) Some 

of the teachers who taught at the school were Mr. Conner Reid, 

Mr. Banks Reid, Miss Bess Patton and Mr. Joe McMurray. Later a 
new two room school building was built. The farmers gave the logs. 
Mr. Sam Caldwell sawed them. After the crops were laid by the 
farmers built the school. Miss Martha Griffith, Miss Lela Bigham, 
Miss Annabel Bigham and others taught at the school. In December, 
1924, the session decided to buy the school building for future 
manse purposes. A committee to finance the project was appointed. 
In January, 1928, it was disclosed that Dr. White had paid for the 
building. The congregation agreed to repay him in weekly install- 
ments over a period of one year. There is no amount given. 


Meantime in December of 1925 a committee was appointed to 
plan a program to celebrate the fifty years Dr. White had served 
Ebenezer as pastor. The committee reported in January, 1926. 
The committee was Mrs. Louise Sample, Mr. Z. D. Bigham, Sr., 

Mr. iH. B. Smith and.Mr. Charles P. Griffith, 


Later in 1926 (exact date unknown) at 2:30 p.m. the service 
was held at the church with Rev. W. B. Lindsay of Chalmers presiding. 
Rev. W. S. Boyce of Villa Heights Church offered the invocation. 
Col. T. L. Kirkpatrick gave a historical sketch of Dr. White's 
ministry at Ebenezer. 


"Fifty Years of Service" was subject of an address given 
by Dr. W. W. Orr, Pastor of Tabernacle. Greetings conveyed were 
as follows: From Sardis, the mother church, by Dr. R. G. Miller, 
from sons of the congregation in the ministry by Rev. C. 0. Williams, 
from the session by Mr. C. P. Griffith, from the Women’s Society, 
Mrs. J. Walker Griffith, from the Sabbath School by Mr. H. B. 
Smith, fromithe Y. Ps. C. U. by Miss Inez Griffith and from brother 
ministers. Dr. White responded to the Greetings. Prayer by 
Dr. D. G. Phillips followed by a song and the benediction. 


Dr. White was the principle promoter of building the cemetary 
fence. It cost approximately $1,900.00. 


The congregation was saddened on Christmas day, 1927, when 
Dr. White announced he wished to resign his pastorate and retire. 
Ebenezer was the only pastorate Dr. White ever had. It was in 
February, 1928, that the congregation formally accepted his 
resignation. Dr. White supplied the pulpit until the new pastor 
was installed. There were 159 members at Ebenezer when Dr. White 
retired. 


In April, 1928, the pulpit committee reported to congregation 
and a call was sent to Rev. W. R. Echols. Dr. W. B. Lindsey 
moderated the call April 29, 1928. Rev. Echols was installed 
July 1, 1928. Rev. C. 0. Williams presided at the installation. 
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Quarterly communion was first observed by Ebenezer Congregation 
in January, 1929. 


In February, 1929, the old church building was sold for 
$50,00.2 Mr, 1. Gb. Garris, st. bought the building. 


In March, 1929, a committee was named to study need for new 
Sabbath School rooms. The building committee was given permission 
in May, 1931, to build the new building, behind the sanctuary 
pbuilding, with only minor changes in the plans. The building was 
two stories and was 40" x 70' with 17 rooms. The contract was 
let to Mr. San Fincher at a cost of $3,750.00. The cost was 
reported in March, 1932, to actually be $4,232.59. The balance 
due on that date was only $1,682.00. On February 21, 1932, Rev. 
Echols’ diary shows that the new Sabbath School rooms were formally 
occupied. 


The Young Peoples Christian Union was re-organized May 29, 
1932, with 10 members. 


On January 24, 1932, Rev. Echols’ diary shows a note that 
the church was torn up due to building of new building and acted 
as a handicap toward preaching. Also Zenas Bigham’s baby (Jean 
Bigham Snellings) disturbed the service greatly with violent 
case of hiccoughs. 


Dr. White died September 4, 1932, "at the end of the earthly 
Sabbath, he entered into the eternal Sabbath". (from Rev. Echols' 
diary) His funeral was conducted by Rev. W. R. Echols on September 
1932, and was buried in Ebenezer cemetary. Rev. Echols noted 
that the funeral was the most difficult thing of my ministry. 

Mrs. White died on December 14, 1932, and was buried in Ebenezer 
cemetary © 


Rev. and Mrs. Echols were married in April, 1933. 


A magnificent Christmas padgent "The Heavenly Host" was 
given on December 24, 1933. Those who saw it still remember it 
at present time. 


A memorial tablet to Dr. G. R. White was unveiled on May 6, 
1934. The tablet reads as follows: "In loving memory of Rev. 
G. R. White, D. D. 1846 - 1932. Pastor of this church from 
January 1, 1876, to January 1, 1928. A strong and courageous 
preacher, a tender and devoted pastor, a true guide, philosopher 
and friend." This inscription speaks of a great man and summarizes 
his remarkable ministry. 


The month of July, 1936, Rev. and Mrs. Echols visited the 
Mexican mission field. Rev. Echols preached in Tamazunchale 
and Rio Verde. 
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Rev. and Mrs. Echols lived in many places the first year of 
their marriage, finally they moved into the school house that 
church provided for a manse. It was quite crude for a house 
but Rev. and Mrs. Echols, along with some of the members, worked 
very hard on it and made it quite attractive and comfortable. 


The first Homecoming Day on record was August 14, 1938. <A 
history of the church was written and appears in the session 
minutes. There were 203 members in the church, 183 members of 
Sabbath School, 60% of which were children under age 2l. 


On the 4th Sabbath night in July, 1938, the note for debt 
on the Sabbath School building was burned after an appropriate 
service, thus clearing the church of any debt on the building. 


The Woman's Missionary Society was divided into circles as 
early as the 1930's. The circles met in the daytime. First 
evening circle was formed in 1936 and was known as the business 
woman's circle. A girls circle was organized by Mrs. Maybell 
Smith in 1937 with 9 charter members. 


Rev. Echols announced to the congregation on August 6, 1939, 
that he had accepted a call to Neely's Creek A. R. P. Church. 
His last sermon at Ebenezer was the last Sabbath of September, 
1939. He served at Ebenezer eleven years. 


In October, 1939, the congregation decided to dismantle the 
old "school house" manse and rebuild. The new manse was first 
occupied by our next pastor Rev. W. W. Parkinson and family. 

Rev. Parkinson preached at both services on November 2, 1939. 

The following Sabbath a call was made, moderated by Rev. P. L. 
Grier. Rev. Parkinson and family arrived at Ebenezer from Vidette, 
Georgia, the last of December, 1939. He was installed as pastor 
of Ebenezer by Rev. W. M. Boyce on February 25, 1940. 


The first quarterly communion services were held in 1941 
beginning in January, instead of the spring and fall communion. 


Rev. Parkinson continually encouraged the officers and members 
to write our service men who served our country during World War II. 
The church supplied each service man with a Testament. A hand 
made service flag was made and hung in the church during World 
War II. It was designed with a star for each man, who served 
his country, from Ebenezer Church. The records show that the 
congregation had hardship due to rationing of gasoline and tires 
during the war but Ebenezer’s worship services were never curtailed. 


A very active girl scout troop was organized at Ebenezer 
about 1943. Miss Naomi Griffin was the scout leader. 


In 1943 the Woman's Society put a new floor covering in the 
sanctuary. 
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On January 2, 1944, Rev. Parkinson announced that he had 
accepted a call to Covington, Tennessee, and that his last sermon 
would be preached at Ebenezer the third Sabbath of January, 1944. 


The pulpit committee, appointed after Rev. Parkinson's 
resignation, arranged for Mr. Robert Miles, seminary student, 
to supply for us until his graduation in May, 1944. Rev. Miles 
was installed as pastor of Ebenezer May 14, 1944, by Rev. W. B. 
Lindsay. Rev. Miles was married June 18, 1944, to Elsara Wallace. 
On August 7, 1944, we were saddened when Mrs. Miles, a bride of 
two months, died of polio. There was an epidemic of polio in 
1944. The children were not allowed to attend church during that 
summer. A new pulpit Bible was presented the church by Rev. Miles 
in memory of Elsara Wallace Miles. 


The sanctuary was replastered and painted and a new heating 
system costing $1,900.00 was installed during Rev. Miles’ pastorate. 
Rev. Miles served Ebenezer until the last of November, 1945, when 
he accepted a call to Ashland, Virginia. 


In February, 1946, Rev. L. P. Grier moderated a call to Rev. 
L. P. Knox. Rev. W.-M. Boyce, D. D.. officiated at. the installation 
of Rev. Knox as pastor of Ebenezer on March 24, 1946. 


The use of hymns was first used at Ebenezer after Synod | 
voted in 1946 to permit use of hymns by the congregations if they | 
desired. A Bible Songs Hymnal was purchased at Ebenezer and | 
used in the worship services. 


In March, 1946, the congregation, in agreement with the 
session, started the rotary system for officers of the church. 


A very active Boy Scout troop was organized during the pastorate 
of Rev. Knox. A scout hut was built at north side of cemetary 
fence and presented to the church by the scouts. 


Rev. Knox notified the congregation on January 16, 1949, that 
he had accepted a call to Second Gastonia A. R. P. Church. The 
congregation reluctantly concurred in the release of Rev. Knox 
as pastor. 


The pulpit committee recommended and on March 6, 1949, a call 
was moderated by Rev. L. P. Grier, to Rev. J. H. Buzhardt. 
On April 3, 1949, Rev. Buzhardt was installed as pastor of Ebenezer. 
Rev. W. R. Echols, former pastor, presided. 


The 80th Anniversary Homecoming was celebrated on September 
10, 1950. A special program and bulletin was prepared, containing 
historical items. A historical sketch of Ebenezer was printed 
in the Associate Reformed Presbyterian publication on September 20, 
LO'50:. 


On September 5, 1950 at an officers meeting it was announced that Elder 
James Boyce would enter Frskine Theological Seminary to study for the ministry. 


In March 1951 it was decided to build a "Fellowship Hall" Building and 
dedicate it to the memory of Louis Gray, a member of Fbenezer, who gave his 
life, serving his country, in World War II. The Ruilding Committee was 
formed in May 1951. 


In April 1951 the first record of districts for the officers was mentioned. 
An Elder and a Deacon was given a group out of the membership to visit, offer 
any help needed and to get to know these families personally. 


New walkways were made around the church in 1951. The concrete was 
donated hy a Mr. Brickel. 


First record of a church budget was in 1950. The amount was $10,295.00 
Ebenezer gave financial support in 1952 to the Bible teacher at Fast High 
School in the Mecklenburg County Schools. 


A Men's Club was organized in January 1953, and was named the Fisherman's 
Club. 


In 1953 a Boy Scout troop was organtzed at Fbenezer again. 


The property in front of the manse, between the railroad and Old Pineville 
Road, was given to Fbenezer by Mr. Parks McLain in 1953. 


On February 24, 1952 new rules for operation of church cemetary were 
adopted by the congregation,copy of which is in Session Minutes. 


A special Thanksgiving Service was began in 1951 by meeting at the church 
for breakfast, prepared by the men of the church, then followed by a 
Thanksgiving Service. The practice has continued to present time. 


A special program for the children at Christmas was hegun as early as 
1951, directed by the Sabbath School officers. The program has heen prepared 
annually since 1951. 


The Scout hut was dismantled in January 1953, The material was used to 
repair the garage at the manse. 


Plans for the new fellowship buliding were presented at an officers 
meeting in April 6, 1954. The building cost around $19,000.00. It was 
built with a large social room, an open fireplace, five class rooms, a modern 
kitchen and two rest rooms. 


Plans were made for remodeling the sanctuary, enlarging the pulpit and 
installing an organ. 


At considerable expense a picnic hut was huilt behind the manse, the grounds 
improved and beautified and the parking facilities improved. 
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In July 1954 Rev. Buzhardt accepted a call to New Hope Presbyterian 
Church in Gastonta. 


In November 1954 Mr. J. Frank Beard was selected as supply pastor until 
he finished seminary in June 1955. The congregation provided furniture for 
the manse so Mr. Beard's family could do light housekeeping on the weekends. 


In May 1955 the estate of Miss Lila Kirkpatrick gave Ebenezer $2,000.00 
to be used for a new church. 


The pulpit committee recommended Rev. Ray Alber to the congregation. 
In July 1955 a call was made to Rev. Alber. He was installed as Pastor of 
Ebenezer in September 1955. 


The indebtedness on the Fellowship Hall was eliminated in September 
1956. The dedication service was held on November 4, 1956. After the Worship 
Service the congregation went to the steps of the new building for the 
Nedication Service. The memorial plaque for Lewis Gray was presented. The 
note was burned by Mr. M. L. Brice, Charles Griffith and H. P. Bigham. The 
entire congregation sang the Doxology. 


On July 14, 1957 the congregation voted to accent the plan for remodeling 
the sanctuary. The architects were Mr. Marvin Helms and Mr. Marvin Salene. 
Waddell Construction Co. was low bidder. Amount was $23,778.00. A loan was 
secured from First Federal Savings & Loan in the amount of $24,000.90 at 5-3/4% 
interest. The total cost of the church remodeling was $37,000.00 including 
central air conditioning system. All of this money was repaid except $10,000.00 
during Rev. Alber's pastorate. 


Chimes were installed in the tower in memory of Mr. C. M. Elliot by his 
family. 


In March 1960 the church membership was 287. The Sabbath School enrollment 
was 243, 


Rev. Alber resigned his pastoral relationship at Ebenezer effective 
November 26, 1961 to accept a call to Maupin Ave. A.R.P. Church in Salisbury, NC. 


Rev. Bill Cooke was called as pastor of Fhenezer in January 1962. Rev. Paul 
Sherrill moderated the call. Mr. Sam Boyce and Mr. Morgan were asked to conduct 
the installation service which was April 8, 1962. 


The debt on the Fellowship Hall was paid in full July 1962. 
The parking lot was paved in 1963. 


A piece of land was purchased, on the south side of the church property, 
from Ervin Construction Co. for $10,000.00 needed for new educational building 
plan. 


In 1965 the Ebenezer Church budget was $30,000.00 


On January 2, 1966 a new Allen organ was presented to Fbenezer by Mr. & Mrs. 
Marion H. Smith in memory of Mr. Smith's father Mr. Willie H. Smith. 
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The new educational building was completed in 1967 at a cost of $127,000.00 
$50,000.00 was paid from the building fund and the balance was borrowed from 
First Federal Savings & Loan. The contractor was Boyd and Goforth. The building 
has 23 classrooms. It is an all electric building with air conditioning. 

Dr. and Mrs. Charles R. Younts contributed $2,000.00 in memory of Dr. Yount's 
parents, who were members of Fbenzer at onetime. 


In 1969 a new manse was built at a cost of $40,000.00, approximately. 
A boy scout troop and an Explorer scout troop was organized in 1969. 
Rev. Cooke left Ebenezer in October 1972. 


Rev. John Carson was called as pastor of Fbenezer after his graduation 
from Reformed Theological Seminary in June 1973. 


A newsletter was begun in 1973 and named the '"Fhenezer Highlights". 

A Brownie Scout troop was orgawized at Ebenezer in 1973. 

In 1974 Mr. Ed Carpenter was obtained as a summer Youth Director at Fbenezer. 
A Christian Book Store was opened at Fbenezer Church in 1974. 

A Junior Girl Scout Troop was organized in 1974. 


In March 1975 the officers voted to use 15% of all collections for missions, 
5% for A.R.P. Missions, 2.5% for Child Fvangelism, 2.5% for Glad Tidings 
Ministry and 5% to help pay one time expenses for missionary Gail Griffin. 


The first missions conference was held at Ebenezer in April 1975. The Faith 
Promise program was introduced at Ebenezer. Thirty people promised $5,865.00 
to be used to send a daughter of Ebenezer to the mission field. 


Miss Gail Griffin was commissioned as a missionary on April 15, 1975 at 
Ebenezer. She is the first missionary to go out from Fbenezer. Her field is 
Child Evangelism Fellowship International. She has served in Rhodesia and the 
United States. Ebenezer helps with her support. 


Miss Filen McLaughlin served Ebenezer as a Summer Youth Pirector in 1975 and 
1976. 


The first child born to a Pastor while serving Ebenezer was Fmily Ruth 
Carson, born June 21, 1976. Rev. and Mrs. Carson have three other children. 


Plans for an activities building were begun in 1979. A ground breaking 
ceremony was held on sight of building on September 14, 1980. The building 
was built on the southside of the graveyard at the back of church property. 

The contract was let to Metrolina Builders, Inc. in the amount of $160,000.00, 
$50,000.00 of which came from the Building Fund and $110,000.00 was raised 

from sales of church bonds in October 1979, to be repaid in 15 years. A gift of 
$30,000.00 came from the estate of Alice B. Harris and was used in this building 
and dedicated to her memory. 
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In 1980 an addition was made to the existing manse at no cost to the 
congregation. Two rooms, a deck and a bath were added. 


In June of 1979 Mr. Ted Jones came to Ebenezer as Assistant to the Pastor, 
and Youth Director. He left in August 1978 to enter seminary and go into the 


ministry. 


Mr. Mike Lineberger was selected to be our Director of Christian Fducation 
in April 1978. Under his direction a trip was made to our Mexican Mission field, _ 
by our young people and other members at Ebenezer. He left Ebenezer in May i 
1980 to enter Erskine Seminary to become a full time minister. i 


In May 1980 Mr. Larry Schwarz was selected for a full time Youth Director 
and serves at the present time. 

A nursery school was begun at Ebenezer in September 1979 and Mrs. Leslie | 
Epps, Mrs. Vickie Linder and Mrs. Marsha Reed have served as teachers in the 


school. 


The debt on the Educational Building was cleared in 1976. The note was 
burned in a ceremony by Mr. Harold Bell, Mr. C. R. Meacham and other officers. 


The missions program handled by the Ebenezer A.R.P. Church has been 
greatly expanded. The missionaries now supported by Ebenezer besides our 
support through Synod of our A.R.P. missionaries are: A.R.P. Missions, Mr. & 
Mrs. Boyce Wilson; Glad Tidings, Rev. J. Allen Blair; Miss Gail Griffin, Child 
Evangelism Fellowship, Warren PA; Miss Sylvia May, Child Evangelism in Mecklenburg 
County, NC; Missionary Tech Team, Gary and Judy Janes; JAARS (Wycliffe Bible 
Translators) Roger and Regina Krenzin; Intercession for Israel George and Sally 
Lauderdale; Miss Lee Noll, Child Evangelism Fellowship; New Life Christian 
Schools, Don and Debi Ethredge; A.R.P. Missions, Dr. and Mrs. David Harding: 
Camp Maranatha, A.R.P. Missions, Ron and Pam Brunson; Rev. Gordon Weekly, Rebound. 
Our 1982 Faith Promise goal is $30,000.00 


The total income for Ebenezer Church, all departments in 1981, was $129,184.00 
The membership in 1982 was 290, the Sabbath School enrollment was 227. 


An Athletic Program, sponsored by Ebenezer Church, was begun in 1977. We 
have soft ball teams and basketball teams each year. 


Since the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Denomination celebrated its 
Bicentennial year in 1982, Ebenezer has participated in several events of the 
celebration. 


The Bicentennial team assembled by World Missions was at Ebenezer on May 
29, 1982 and gave a very inspiring program on missions. 


Songs from the Psalms were used more in Worship Services in 1982. 


A chartered bus load of members from Ebenezer and Back Creek A.R.P. Church 
attended programs during Synod meeting at Frskine on Tuesday June 15, 1982. 


A group of members of Ebenezer went to Bonclarken for one day of the Woman's 


Workshop in August 1982. 


Our Pastor had 
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Our Pastor had "Bicentennial Minutes" in our Worship Services several 
times at which time he told the congregation incidents of our A.R.P. history. 
He preached four sermons in September that had been preached hy Rev. Ebenezer 
Erskine and other ministers of our church. 


Our Bicentennial Homecoming day was September 19, 1982. A special historieal 
program was given at the Sabbath School hour followed by the Worship Service. 
A covered dish lunch was servéd in the Activities building. The heirs of 
Aaron Henderson Griffith, donor of the property on which Ebenezer was built, 
gave $500.00 in his memory to Ebenzer. They felt it was appropiate to do 
this in the Bicentennial year. 


Some of the members dressed in styles of 1700's and 1800's. A display of 
pictures, old items once used in the church and other old things of interest 
were displayed in activities building during’ the lunch period. 


A picture of each minister who served Fbenezer and a picture of Mr. A. H, 
Griffith, donor of the land, was presented to the church by Jean Snellings. 
A sketch of the first church building was done by Mrs. Dorothy Estridge. 


Fbenezer has sent out the following ministers; Johnathan Kirkpatrick, 
AwwG. Kirkpatrick, John S. Grier, E. F. Griffith, A. H. Griffith, M.W. Griffith, 
James H. Boyce, Jr. and Mike Lineberger. 


The Associate Reformed Presbyterian Denomination and Fbenezer Church 
has a rich spiritual heritage, which has been. handed down to us, as we celebrate 
our Bicentennial in 1982. The enthusiasm of our fathers needs to be rekindled 
today so that the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church, especially Fbenezer 
Church might move forward to a greater devotion and dedication to the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the head of the Church. 


By: Jean B. Snellings, Member 
Ebenezer Church, Charlotte, NC 
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